Visual Impairment
State Definition
An impairment in vision that, even with correction, adversely affects a child’s educational
performance. The term includes both partial sight and blindness.

District Eligibility Criteria
Students with visual disabilities are those who have disorders, in BOTH the structure within
the ocular pathway AND function of the eye that with the best correction and medical
treatment interfere with learning. These students would exhibit one or more of the following:







Reduced visual acuity usually 20/70 or less in the better eye after best possible
correction.
Restricted field of vision, to the degree that it affects the student’s ability to function
educationally.
Reduced functional vision that interferes with the learning process.
Medically diagnosed cortical visual impairment.
Progressive and/or permanent eye conditions as noted by an eye specialist on an ocular
report.
Temporary eye conditions such as post-operative retinal detachment where placement
for a limited time is recommended.

Blind
Those who have no measurable vision or vision which is so limited as to be a little if any
practical use as channel for learning. Such persons use Braille as their primary mode of reading
and as an important source of learning. Central visual acuity of 20/200 or less in the better eye
after correction; or a restriction in the field of vision to an angle subtending an arc of 20 degrees
or less.
Low Vision
Those who have sufficient residual vision to use that sense modality as an important channel of
learning. Many are able to read print, while some children use a combination of print and
Braille. Central visually acuity between 20/200 and 20/70.
Visually Limited
Those whose visual limitation interferes with their learning efficiency. They rely on vision
as a chief channel of learning and use of print as the primary mode of reading. There may
or may not be adverse effect on learning.

Functional Vision
Refers to the student’s ability to independently apply visual skills to the curriculum (school,
classroom, community). This can vary widely, can be independent of the central acuity and can
impact learning and educational performance.

Adverse Educational Effect
The impairment must have a direct and adverse effect on the child’s ability to make
adequate educational progress without special education and related services.

